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any signs from which a diagnosis may be drawn, but it has appeared worth 
while to notice the subject, that the facts may be determined by such as have 
opportunities for that purpose. 


SURGERY. 

50. Laryngotomy successfully performed in a Female affected with a large 
Goitre. —The operation of laryngotomy has recently been successfully per¬ 
formed by M. WiLtiuxx, chief Surgeon of the Military Hospital of Metz. 
The subject of the operation was a female, aged twenty-eight, affected with 
a large goitre, in whom a fragment of bone had passed into the trachea, when 
swallowing some broth. All the usual measures for the removal of this foreign 
body having proved fruitless, and suffocation being threatened, laryngotomy 
was performed, and the bone was discharged by a violent effort to cough. The 
wound promptly cicatrized, and the voice was not in the least changed.— 
Cample rendu dee travaux de la Soc. Mid, du depart, de la Moselle. 

51. Internal Strangulation. —T)r. Laucssac relates in the Giomalc Patologico- 
medico Chirurgico di Palermo , for May, 1830, a case in which a portion of the 
arch of the colon passed through a preternatural opening in the diaphragm 
into the thorax, producing a fatal strangulation. Several similar cases arc on 
record.— Revue Mid. Dec. 1830. 

52. Radical cure of Hernia. — We find in the Gazette Medicate de Paris , for 
July last, a report by M. Breschct to the Academy of Medicine, on two me¬ 
moirs by Ur. Rivnr, of St. Vallery-sur-Sommc, on the radical cure of hernia. 
This method is only applicable to recent and small, or better to old and large 
hernias, in which there are no adhesions between the sac and the contained 
parts, and in which the latter is perfectly reducible. The method consists in 
reducing the hernia, and keeping the part which protruded as long as possible 
at a distance from the canal, so as to allow of the slow contraction of the apo¬ 
neurosis, dilated by the protrusion of the intestine, which contraction, M. R. 
says, will take place when no mechanical obstacle is opposed. The method of 
M. R. requires that the patient should be placed upon his back, the pelvis 
raised higher than the diaphragm, and the side on which the hernia is situated 
higher than the sound. A bandage must be placed over the orifice of the ring, 
and compresses, either dry or moistened with tonic and astringent lotions, 
placed between the cushion of the bandage and the inguinal ring; the most 
absolute rest is also necessary. M. R. relates eight cases cured by these means. 
The cases occurred in persons of different ages, and both sexes. Thus one 
was a man, aged twenty-six, with a recent and small inguinal hernia—he was 
cured in twenty-six days. Another, a woman, aged sixty, affected with hernia 
for upwards of twenty years, was cured in six months. The ordinary duration 
of treatment, however, has been two months. M. R. requires his patients to 
wear a bandage for some time after their cure, but he has never seen a relapse 
except when the patient has not continued in a recumbent posture during the 
whole course of the treatment. 

The reporter speaks favourably of the candour with which the memoirs arc 
written, and the evident desire of the author to relate the truth, and to advance 
science. The treatment is safe and worthy of trial. 

M. Dunns, of Lyons, has also communicated to the Academy of Lyons, a 
memoir on the radical cure of hernia; the method proposed by him is:—diet, 
repose, recumbency on the back, and astringent applications upon the hernia. 
The Gazette Medicale , to which wc are indebted for this notice, does not fur¬ 
bish us with further details. 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


53. Hew Method for the cure of Hernia. —M. Beljias has communicated to the 
Institute a method for the cure of hernia, proposed by himself, and which is 
thus described in the Journal des Progres , Yol. III. 1830. If a gold beater’s 
skin filled with air, be introduced into the abdominal cavity of a dog 1 , it excites 
around it, but merely to an extent corresponding 1 with its size, an inflammatory 
irritation, followed by a lymphatic deposition, an absorption of air, and also of 
the bag 1 itself; so that at the expiration of some days, a concrete albuminous 
mass can alone be found, and after some weeks only a fibrous knot remains. 
Similar experiments made by M. Belmas on tlic hernial sac of dogs have beet, 
followed with the same result as in the abdominal cavity. Filled with the dis¬ 
tended bag, the sac inflames through all its extent, and is obliterated in a few 
days in the manner above-mentioned, without preserving ar.y remains of the 
foreign body introduced. Of thirty female dogs affected with hernia, which 
have thus been operated on, in spite of the indocility of these animals, thirteen 
have been radically cured. M. Belmas operates in the following manner:—A 
small bag of gold beater’s skin, perfectly empty, is connected with a tube fur¬ 
nished with a stop-cock. A small incision is made with a short and narrow 
bistoury at tlic most inferior part of the hernial sac, the edges of which arc- 
drawn asunder, and there is introduced into the sac a cannula and stilctte,tothe 
extremity of which the tube of the bag is fitted. The point of the cannula is 
pushed with suitable precautions to the superior part of the sac, near the neck. 
The stilette is then protruded, and through the opening which it makes in the 
skin, tlic cannula and the tube of the bag are to be drawn out. To this tube is 
to be attached that of another bag filled with air; the stop-cock of the first is to 
be opened, and a sufficient quantity of air is injected into the bag of gold 
beater’s skin, and there retained by closing the cock. The operation has al¬ 
ready been practised on a man, and with complete success, notwithstanding 
unfavourable circumstances, such as the advanced age of the patient, his ca¬ 
chectic constitution, a paralysis of the bladder, and a chronic catarrh. Much 
swelling succeeded on the second day, and M. Belmas dreaded some unpleasant 
consequences, but none occurred. For two months and a half there has been 
no return of the hernia, although the patient is the subject of an habitual 
cough. This man has been presented at the clinique of the Hotel Dieu. 

It should be remarked, that the bag should be introduced in a dry state into 
the sac. M. Belmas who at first thought it most convenient to cover it with 
oil, discovered that this alone was sufficient to prevent its absorption. 

54. Lithoirity. —Some time since the general administration of the hospitals 
of Paris gave to M. Civialf. the charge of a ward in the Hospital Neckar, 
which was assigned for the treatment of calculous patients by lithotrity. In a 
report lately made to the Academy of Sciences, and which we find in a late 
number of the Gazette Medicate de Paris, M. Civiale states that within the 
space of six months sixteen patients were admitted into his ward: seven of 
these were operated upon by lithotrity, four by lithotomy, and the five others 
were not in a condition to undergo any operation. 

The first case operated upon by M. C. was a young man; the calculus was 
friable, and filled the cavity of the bladder almost entirely, so that it was difficult 
to inject into that organ a few spoonfuls of water. The patient was cured. 
The calculus in the second patient was small, but there was stricture of the 
urethra, which it was necessary first to destroy—great tumefaction of the prostate, 
and catarrhus vesica:. These circumstances would have rendered the operation 
impracticable had the calculus been large: being but small, it w’as completely de¬ 
stroyed in ten minutes. The third patient was a man of almost eighty years of 
age, much worn down by acute and long-continued sufferings. The stone was 
as large as a pullet’s egg. The patient supported the operation well, notwith¬ 
standing his advanced age. The fourth patient was sixty years of age, and so 
irritable that the introduction of a bougie into the urethra produced convulsive 
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actions. The irritability was diminished by the repeated introduction of bougies 
and an appropriate, medical treatment, anil in four sittings of some minutes each 
the calculus, (an uric acid one,) which was of the size of a small nut and very hard, 
was destroyed. The fifth case was that of an old man, exhausted by pain and 
the great alteration of the genito-urinary organs. The bladder was the seat of 
catarrh, and contained a great number of calculi, requiring many sittings for 
their destruction. The other two cases do not offer any thing very remarkable 
in their details, except that in the one the patient had learned to arrest the 
evacuation of his urine before the bladder was completely emptied, and thus 
preserved himself from the pain commonly suffered by calculous persons when 
the bladder contracts upon the stone; anil the other is interesting as showing 
the little influence which the operation exerts in general upon other coexisting 
organic lesions. 

M. Civiale states that he has himself operated upon one hundred and fifty- 
two patients, but he docs not communicate the proportion cured. 

55. Section of the Sciatic Nerve. —This operation has been performed by Dr. Ma- 
lagom, of Bologna, for the cure of an obstinate neuralgia, seated in the super¬ 
ficial nervous ramifications of the leg and foot of eleven years duration, and 
which had resisted a multitude of remedies. Previous to the operation. Dr. M. 
tried a number of experiments upon dogs, from which it appeared that the sec¬ 
tion of the sciatic nerve, two-thirds down the thigh, produces paralysis, and 
subsequently atrophy, but not gangrene. That this paralysis extends from 
the middle of the leg to the extremities of the toes—that the leg does not, 
however, lose the power of sustaining the body, or become unfit for the pur¬ 
poses of locomotion, the muscles which move it not being paralysed, and the 
knee joint not being affected. It is also proved by amputations of the thigh, 
that the division of the nerve does not compromise life. These results deter¬ 
mined Dr. M. to perform the operation, which he accordingly did on the fifth 
of March, 1828, in the presence of Professors Matheo Venturoli, Paolo Baroni, 
and M. Joseph Bcrtolotti. The patient was a man aged thirty-one years. The 
incision was made about three inches above the popliteal hollow, and was two 
inches and a half in extent At the moment when the section of the nerve at 
the upper part of the wound was made, there occurred a trembling of all the 
limbs, and a pain similar to the pricking of needles rapidly extended from the 
place of section to the spinal column and brain, and the patient fainted. When 
he recovered, which was very soon, Dr. M. requested him to be very attentive 
to his feelings, and the nerve was then divided at the lower portion of the 
wound, without the patient being aware of it. Upwards of two inches of the 
nerve was thus removed in order to prevent its reunion. From the moment of 
the division of the nerve, all pain ceased, and had not returned five months af¬ 
ter, when Dr. M. communicated the case to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of 
Bologna. There was paralysis however of the leg and foot, with tingling and 
sensation of weight in these parts, but there remained an obtuse sensibility of 
the inside of the leg.— Gaz. Mid. Feb. 1831,/row the Osservat. Med. XXIII. 

56. Wound of the Pericardium and Heart. —M. Larret exhibited to the Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences, at their meeting on the 12th of December last, a soldier who 
had been wounded by a ball, which passed through the chest, entering two or 
three lines from the left nipple and passing out between the spine and the sca¬ 
pula half an inch from its inferior angle. It is supposed that the ball passed 
through the pericardium, a portion of the left lung, and furrowed the surface 
of the heart. There was at the moment of the accident extreme prostration, 
with all the symptoms which characterize these lesions. It was expected for 
the first forty-eight hours that he would expire every moment. By appropriate 
means he was recalled to life, and the cure was complete.— Gazette Medicate , 
December , 1830. 



